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ABSTRACT

This paper reviews some of the research studies conducted by both the aircraft and
automobile industries that evaluated the potential for occupant injury where the vehicle's
occupant(s) were exposed to lateral impact loads. The results of early and recent research
studies that included human subject impact tests, ded impact tests, and full-scale vehicle
impact tests are summarized. The applicability of those research studies with respect to
the development of performance standards for side facing aircraft seats is discussed.
Proposed sideward facing aircraft seat performance standards are presented along with
the need for future research in this area.



