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Sally A. Hasselbrack is a Senior Technical Fellow and a 1977 Ph. D. graduate from the 
University of Minnesota in Textile Sciences.  She was asked to join the Boeing Company 
after graduation to develop flame retardant finishes producing minimal smoke and toxic 
gases upon combustion.  She is internationally recognized for her efforts to make and keep 
interior airplane textile materials flame retardant.  By actively participating in professional 
standards organizations, she ensures the unique needs of flame retarded wool textiles are 
addressed; and, the International Fire Test Working Group wherein her primary 
contributions have been related to seat fireblocking, certification by ‘Similarity’ and the 
durability of flame retardant finishes.  The FAA Technical Center received permission 
from the Boeing Co. to reprint her textbook Textile Materials for Airplane Interiors 
(1995) for all interested users.  In addition, she has designed unique graphite epoxy 
structures for three military airplanes and the 777.  She looks toward the opportunity of 
making specific materials for new aerospace applications.  


