Hidden Fire Program

The Federal Aviation Administration has proposed a more rigid flammability standard for
thermal/acoustic insulation, raising the level of safety from what is now required. This
proposal was perpetuated by testing as aresult of resent incidents and the Swiss Air 111
accident. Although the proposal is seen as a major step in improving in-flight fire safety,
additional work and development is needed in order to raise the level of other materials
that may be susceptible to in-flight fire. This paper will discuss that program.

The hidden fire program addresses materials in inaccessible areas. Those material include
wire insulation, composite panels, foams, plastics and electronic components. The intent
isto develop certification criteria for those materials that would raise the level of safety
from limited ignition and flame spread from a small ignition source (Bunsen burner
flame) to limited ignition and flame spread from a much larger fire (Test to be
determined).



