Abstract

In August of 1999, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued an Airworthiness
Directive requiring the replacement of metallized poly(ethylene terephthalate) (PET)
insulation blankets with materials shown compliant with the newly developed radiant
panel test. At that time, tapes and hook and loop, which are integral components of a
thermal/acoustical insulation system were not addressed in the Directive. This paper will
discuss radiant panel testing of these components when attached to the insulation blankets
and the effects of “ mixing” tape material with unlike film material.



