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Abstract:

For the past decade, the U.S. Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) has been
a leader in the pursuit of acceptable alternatives for halon, a fire extinguishing
chemical commonly found aboard both commercial and military aircraft. We
have led our own in-house research efforts, and have been principal members
of larger, more encompassing halon alternative R&D programs. Drawing from
this very large body of available research and test data, we have identified and
gualified halon alternative agents and systems that meet or exceed all our
relevant performance parameters. Further, we have been extremely successful
in implementing several of these alternatives - the Navy's  V-22 tiltrotor aircraft
was the world's first aircraft to actually apply the solutions derived from this
extensive halon alternative research.

Details of the research which led to the identification, acceptance, and
incorporation of several halon alternative solutions will be presented, as will a
discussion on current research endeavours.



